FRIENDS OF RUSSELL PARK 

Constitution and Rules

1. The name of the organisation shall be Friends of Russell Park. 

2. The objectives and aims of the Friends of Russell Park shall be:

· To help create a well-maintained and safe public park that can enhance the quality of life for local people by improving their physical and mental health and act as a focus for bringing people together.

· To protect, conserve, enhance, and promote the nature conservation value of Russell Park for the long term benefit of wildlife and all sections of the local community. 

· To protect and conserve the heritage of Russell Park.

· To encourage and support local individuals and groups to participate in all the park’s activities.

· To promote sustainable practice in all its activities.

3. Membership is free. It is open to all except those who have a professional or paid interest in the park.

Renewal of membership is free. The Committee shall reserve the right to exclude anyone for behaviour considered unreasonable or disruptive to the meeting and activities. In the event of any dispute, the matter shall be referred to an independent arbitrator.

4. Management and control shall be vested in the Committee. This shall consist of three (3) members.

The Committee shall be elected annually at the Annual General Meeting. Any Committee member who fails to attend 3 consecutive meetings without sending apologies will be presumed to have resigned.

5. The Committee shall have the power to co-opt up to three additional members to the Committee. Such co-opted members must be members of the Friends of Russell Park and shall have voting powers in Committee.

6. The Committee may only take decisions when a minimum of four (4) members of the Committee are present. 

7. An AGM shall be held each year. The Committee shall give not less than 21 days notice of the date fixed for an AGM. A quorum at an AGM shall be three members. 

8. This constitution may be amended by a resolution, which shall be received by the secretary at least 21 days before the date of the meeting at which the resolution is to be presented. At least 14 clear days notice shall be given of such a meeting and shall include notice of the proposed alterations. A resolution can only be agreed if voted for by a two-thirds majority of members present at the meeting.
9. The funds of the Friends of Russell Park shall be applied to the development of the stated objectives and other purposes at the discretion of the Committee.  Should the Friends of Russell Park cease to exist, any residual funds shall be paid to the London Borough of Haringey. This is provided that the London Borough of Haringey undertake to expend such funds on one or more projects at Russell Park within six months of receipt of such funds.

10.  Bank Account

a) The bank account shall be held in the name Friends of Russell Park.
b) All money received on behalf of the Friends of Russell Park must be paid into the bank or building society account in the name of, ‘the Friends of Russell Park’.

c) No money received by or on behalf of the Friends of Russell Park will in any circumstances be paid into any person's bank account of whatever nature. 
11. The Committee shall keep an account of all expenditure and income and shall submit accounts, duly audited, at the Annual General Meeting.  

12. The accounts shall be audited or examined as appropriate by either;




(a) a qualified Accountant or Auditor






or




(b) two members of the Friends of Russell Park other than committee members.

13.
Any matter not provided for in the Rules shall be dealt with by the Committee whose decision shall be deemed final.

This Constitution was adopted on by the persons whose signatures appear at the bottom of this document.
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